The Pigman: Literary Skills:  Symbols
A symbol is an object or action that stands for itself and yet also suggests another meaning.  By using symbols, Zindel can develop the plot of the story while communicating his message on a deeper level.
Directions:

For each of the following symbols below, choose an appropriate meaning from the box.  Some symbols may have several meanings.  Then, give evidence from the book for each answer.
fun

sharing


escape


youth


death


conformity

vulnerability

loneliness

sophistication

individuality

1.  Roller skates
a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























2. Monkeys and apes

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























3. The Pignatis’ clothes

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























4. Lorraine’s Ben Franklin sunglasses

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























5. Wine

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























6. Beer

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























7. Smiling faces

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























8. Nurses

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























9. Exotic food

a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























10. Pigs
a. Meaning













b. Evidence



























Now What?

Write one paragraph explaining the symbolic significance of the final passage in the book.  

Use examples from earlier in the book to support your argument.

“Baboons.

Baboons.

They build their own cages, we could almost hear the Pigman whisper, as he took his children with him.”

