The Pigman: Literary Skills:  Realism
Realism Characteristics:
a.  The lives & psychology of common people are depicted
b. The dialogue or narration is written in vernacular (every day speech)
c. Moral issues faced by ordinary people are explored
d. Painful and unpleasant facts are not avoided
e. Most characters have good and bad sides
f. Many of the characters’ problems are not easily solved
g. Setting is described with vivid, true-to-life details
Read the following quotes from the book.  Show why the quote is realistic by citing a characteristic from the box above.  Write the letter of that characteristic on the line.  Then, justify your response with evidence from the quote.  Finish up by giving a second characteristic and piece of evidence.

1.  John:  “They think they’re so smart giving the kids garbage like Johnny Tremain and Giants in the Earth and Macbeth, but do you know, I don’t think there’s a single kid in the who joint who would know what to do if somebody dropped dead.”
a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























2. Lorraine:  “One part of me was saying ‘Don’t let this nice old man waste his money,’ and the other half was saying ‘Enjoy it, enjoy doing something absolutely absurd.’”
a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























3. Lorraine:  “This particular mood in John had been building up ever since the night that he kissed me… Suddenly we had become slightly awkward in front of each other.”
a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























4. Lorraine:  “Maybe there are some lies you should never admit to.  I had told him (John) we had to be truthful, and now I was sorry because I think I knew before the Pigman opened his mouth what he would have to tell us in return.”
a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























5. John:  “But I guess I’m just as screwed up as he is.  Sometimes I try to figure out why I’m the way I am.  Take my drinking for instance.”
a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























6. John:  There were all kinds of dresses in it (the closet), and lacy ladies’ coats, and hats that looked like they must have been the purple rage at the turn of the tenth century.  It was a big loss; it really was.”

a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























7. Lorraine:  “It was easy to feel sorry for her (Mrs. Jensen), to see how awful her life was… But she did pick on me now!”
a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























8. Lorraine:  “It turned out he (Mr. Jensen) had a girlfriend on the side, and that’s when she (Mrs. Jensen) filed for legal separation.  Everyone was surprised because they had been childhood sweethearts.”

a. Reason & example


























b. Reason & example


























Now what?

Using the guidelines for realistic fiction, propose a realistic ending for The Pigman.  Describe what will happen to John, Lorraine, and Mr. Pignati at the conclusion of the novel.  Then explain why you think your ending would be realistic.
Ending:



























































































Explanation











































































