The Pigman:  Literary Skills:  Humorous Devices
· Hyperbole—extreme exaggeration
· She demanded her employees ask permission to breathe.
· Understatement—opposite of hyperbole; the user of understatement wants to downplay something
· The man mildly protested when the angry mob decided to hang him.
· Euphemism—the use of a polite or roundabout term in place of language that is considered too informal or impolite
· Using “restroom” instead of “toilet” or “tipsy” instead of “drunk”
· Sarcasm—a bitter or sneering remark which mocks a person, thing, or idea
· Of course, we want to listen to another boring lecture.
Identify what type of device is used in the following examples.  Write H for hyperbole, U for understatement, E for euphemism, or S for sarcasm

_____1.  Mrs. Jensen talks as though Lorraine needs major surgery and multiple body braces in order to look attractive.

_____2.  John puts the bombs behind the unmentionables in the boys’ bathroom.

_____3.  Lorraine says the Pigman is dying to talk.
_____4.  Lorraine admits that she’s not Venus or Miss America.

_____5.  John thinks he’d better let Lorraine have the typewriter before she has a heart attack.

_____6.  John says he warmly refers to his father as the Bore.

_____7.  Lorraine thinks John could project his eyes straight up to the second balcony.

_____8.  John says that he severed maternal relations for a while.

_____9.  Lorraine maintains that John isn’t as insensitive to Homo sapiens as he pretends.

____10.  John says that anyone who believes it’s fun to end the day with Problems in American Democracy needs a               straightjacket.  (2 answers here)

On your own:  Create your own examples of each of the humorous devices below.

1.  Hyperbole:












































2. Understatement:











































3. Euphemism:











































4. Sarcasm:












































