The Pigman:  Literary Skills: Foreshadowing & Inference
· Foreshadowing, or subtle hints, helps increase the reader’s interest, suspense, or attention to details.

· Inferences are logical conclusions or opinions reached through reasoning.

From the following facts gathered from chapters 1-6, make predictions about what events will occur or how relationships will develop later in the book.
1.  John and Lorraine are writing a memorial epic for the Pigman; John claims he and Lorraine didn’t actually murder Mr. Pignati.  Prediction:



























2. Lorraine and John have a wild sense of humor; they pull jokes on people, and often those jokes involve breaking the rules.  Prediction:




























3. John and Norton hate each other; John blames Norton for causing the trouble with the Pigman.  Prediction:

















4. John and Lorraine hide the fact from Norton that they are getting ten dollars from Mr. Pignati; Norton is a shoplifter; Norton is mean.  Prediction:



























5. Mr. Pignati looks like Santa Claus; he greets John and Lorraine with a huge grin and offers them wine; he offers them food at the zoo.  Prediction:



























6. Mr. Pignati looks as though he’s about to cry when he talks about his absent wife.  Prediction:


















7. Loraine becomes wary when she goes to the zoo with the Pigman and sees a number of bad omens.  Prediction:
















8. Mr. Pignati joins in when John and Lorraine begin imitating the monkeys and apes.  Prediction:


















Writing:  Write one good paragraph addressing the following based on inferences and foreshadowing.

Discuss why you think Zindel (through John and Lorraine) lets readers know from the beginning that the Pigman will die.  How does the revelation of this fact affect the tone and suspense created by the book?  How does it affect your response to the characters—particularly John, Lorraine, Mr. Pignati, and Norton?  Decide whether or not you prefer Mr. Pignati’s death is revealed at the beginning.  Give reasons for your response.
