Stephen King stories’ questions

For all King stories, answer the following:

1.  What is the nature of evil, according to the overall story?

2.  What is the embodiment of evil in the story?

3.  How does King develop the suspense in the story?

4.  What elements of surprise are built into the story?

5.  Who is the protagonist?  Is he/she a victim?  How does King make you empathize with the protagonist?

6.  Who/what is the antagonist?  When do you discover who the antagonist is?  How do you feel after you discover that?

In addition to the above questions, answer the following for each individual story:

"I am the Doorway"

1.  What in your mind, are the achievements as a result of space flights?  What is the cost of a space flight program?  What are your personal feelings about maintaining such a program?  What tragedies and near tragedies have taken place over the years of the US space flight programs?

2.  What happened to Arthur as he came down from his space flight?  How has this affected him?  What was the shocking discovery he made about his itchings?

3.  What does Arthur mean when he says, "I am the doorway"?

4.  What leads Arthur to his final decision?

"Word Processor of the Gods"

1.  What did the title suggest to you before you read the story?

2.  Describe the word processor Jon created.  Why did he build it?

3.  Would you prefer Jon or Seth as a friend?  Give your reasons.

4.  The Jon we meet at the end of the story is somewhat different from the Jon at the beginning.  Discuss how he has changed & what events have made him different.

5.  What is Nordhoff's role in the story?

6.  Can you justify Richard using the EXECUTE button the way he did?  Explain your answer.

"The Man Who Would Not Shake Hands"

1.  How does the author build suspense in this story?

2.  What is meant by it is the tale, not who tell it?

3.  Who are George Gregson's fifty-three "good friends who saw me through my time of trial"?  How is this an example of the use of irony?

4.  What events lead to Brower never shaking hands?  How does George learn of these events?

"The Reaper's Image"

1.  Who is the reaper in this story?  Where is he seen?

2.  What kind of place is the Samuel Claggert Private Museum?

3.  Describe the characteristics of Mr. Carlin and Johnson Spangler.  What kind of person is each one?

4.  What does the author tell us about Delver Mirrors?

5.  Do you like the ending?  Give your reasons.  Continue the story with an additional episode.

"Uncle Otto's Truck"

1.  King cautions readers, "Most of you... will not believe."  How does he make this a believable story?

2.  The author compares the final break-down of Uncle Otto's truck with the "wonderful one-Hoss shay" in Oliver Wendell Holmes' poem, "The Deacon's Masterpiece."  Based on the poem, write your own description of the truck's demise.

3.  What observations led to the narrator's suspicion that Uncle Otto murdered his partner?  How?  Why?

4.  Give some examples of how King uses humor in this tale.

