The Pigman: Literary Skills:  Theme
The theme is the author’s major point or the central idea of a literary work.  Theme goes beyond events of the plot to draw major conclusions—or at least leave important questions—about life.
Directions:
Cite an incident from the book that illustrates each of the themes for questions 1-4.  Then state a theme for each of the examples given in questions 5-8.

1.  Theme:  Youth is a matter of attitude rather than age.
· Example:



























2. Theme:  Conflicts between parents and children are inevitable.

· Example:



























3. Theme:  Death is an unavoidable reality.

· Example:



























4. Theme:  Loneliness can destroy a person’s life.

· Example:



























5. Theme:





























· Example:  John tells fantastic lies to create excitement; Lorraine dreams of becoming a writer.

6. Theme:





























· Example:  Mr. Pignati buys John and Lorraine roller skates; Lorraine and John buy Mr. Pignati’s ticket at the zoo.
7. Theme:





























· Example:  Mr. Pignati gives John and Lorraine his keys; the Pigman grows weak after finding that Lorraine and John have thrown a party in his house.
8. Theme:





























· Example:  Lorraine says they murdered the Pigman.  John offers to pay for anything destroyed at the party.

Now What?

Pick one theme from the preceding exercise that you think is the most important for teenagers to learn.  Explain why you made your choice, and give examples of how accepting or rejecting that message can change a person’s life.

