The Pigman: Literary Skills:  Plot Structure
Traditional Five-Part Plot Structure:
· Exposition—an introduction to the main characters, settings, and situations of the plot

· Rising Action—the events and complications that lead to an important and dramatic point in the plot

· Climax—the point of greatest interest and emotional involvement in the plot

· Falling Action—the events that develop from the climax and lead to the conclusion

· Resolution—the final outcome which ties up any loose ends in the story; all conflicts are resolved
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Directions:
Below is a list of the major episodes in The Pigman.  Copy these episodes on the chart (on the next page) in the order in which they occurred.  Next, turn the page sideways & draw a plot chart diagram over the episodes to show where the five plot elements occur.  Then, label the parts of the plot chart.

Major Episodes:

· John and Lorraine confess they are not charity workers; Mr. Pignati confesses that Conchetta is dead.
· John and Lorraine collect ten dollars from Mr. Pignati.
· John realizes he is responsible for his own life.

· John and Lorraine dress up and dine like adults.

· John and Lorraine begin their epic about the Pigman.

· Mr. Pignati dies after hearing Bobo is dead.

· John finds proof that Conchetta is dead.

· Mr. Pignati has a heart attack and goes to the hospital.

· Mr. Pignati introduces John and Lorraine to Bobo.

· John waits in the monkey house for the ambulance.

· John and Lorraine go to Beekman’s with the Pigman.

· The Pigman returns during John and Lorraine’s party.
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Now What?
Examine how Zindel prepares readers for the climax of the novel.  List five hints that he drops throughout the novel (or examples of foreshadowing) that lead you to anticipate what will happen at the climactic moment.
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