The Pigman: Literary Skills:  Denotation/ Connotation
Denotation—specific dictionary definition of a word

Connotation—the implied meaning of a word

For each of the following topics, look in the dictionary and write an appropriate denotation.  Then write a connotation that summarizes each character’s view of the word.

1.  Lying

a. Dictionary definition











b. John













c. Lorraine













d. John’s parents












e. Whose meaning is closest to your own?









2. Stealing
a. Dictionary definition











b. Norton













c. Lorraine













d. Lorraine’s mother












e. Whose meaning is closest to your own?









3. Success
a. Dictionary definition











b. John’s father












c. John













d. Whose meaning is closest to your own?









4. Home

a. Dictionary definition











b. John’s mother












c. Mr. Pignati













d. Whose meaning is closest to your own?









5. Death

a. Dictionary definition











b. John













c. Mr. Pignati













d. Lorraine’s mother












e. Whose meaning is closest to your own?









6. Drinking
a. Dictionary definition











b. John’s father












c. John













d. Lorraine













e. Whose meaning is closest to your own?









7. Smoking

a. Dictionary definition











b. John













c. John’s mother












d. Lorraine













e. Whose meaning is closest to your own?









Define morality denotatively and connotatively.  First, look up the dictionary definition of morality.  Then, define each of the following character’s concept of morality.  Finally, answer the questions that follow.

1.  Dictionary definition



























2. John





























3. Lorraine





























4. Lorraine’s mother




























5. John’s parents




























6. Mr. Pignati





























7. What is your own connotative definition of morality?  Which character’s view is closest to your own?
































