The Pigman: Literary Skills:  Conflict
Types of Conflict:

1.  Man VS Man:  the character faces a problem with one or more characters in the story

2. Man VS Himself:  the character faces a physical or emotional problem or struggle

3. Man VS Society:  the character faces a problem with part of society (government, school, traditions, etc…)

4. Man VS Nature:  the character faces a problem with some source of nature (cold, storm, etc…)

5. Man VS Fate:  the character faces a problem with a force such as fate, God, or luck

Explain what type of conflict is involved in each of the following.  Also, explain specifically who or what is involved.
1.  On the bus, Lorraine thinks John is laughing at her.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










2. John doesn’t want Dennis and Norton to know that Mr. Pignati promised to give the L & J Fund ten dollars.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










3. Lorraine detects some bad omens at the zoo that make her want to leave.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










4. Lorraine feels sickened by the alligators and believes God goofed in making such creatures.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










5. John hates to think that all he’ll be doing is decaying when he’s dead.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










6. John wants to be an individual, not a phony in the crowd.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










7. Mr. Pignati doesn’t want to admit that his wife is dead.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










8. John criticizes his school for not teaching kids about death.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










9. While Lorraine pities her mother, she also resents her mother’s criticisms and nagging.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










10. Lorraine longs to accept Mr. Pignati’s offer to buy her roller skates, but she doesn’t feel it is right.
a. Type of conflict:












b. Who is involved in the conflict:










Examine the conflicts in either John or Lorraine’s life.  Decide how intense that character’s conflict is with each of the following people or forces.  A rating of five means the conflict is very intense.  A rating of one indicates that the conflict hardly exists for the character.
Character:














1.  Character VS family
1


2


3


4


5

2.  Character VS school rules & authorities
1


2


3


4


5

3.  Character VS his/her own image
1


2


3


4


5

4.  Character VS friends
1


2


3


4


5

5.  Character VS law
1


2


3


4


5

6.  Character VS own conscience
1


2


3


4


5

7.  Character VS dullness of life
1


2


3


4


5

8.  Character VS own ambitions and desires
1


2


3


4


5

9.  Character VS unfairness of life
1


2


3


4


5

Which of the five types of conflicts seems most intense for the character?  Briefly explain your answer.

