O Brother, Where Art Thou?
 


Name: __________________________
Book/Movie Comparison Worksheet




   Period: _________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
1) Although similar in theme, the movie and the book are quite different in plot.  What are the movie equivalents of the following characters and places from the book?


Odyssey





O Brother, Where Art Thou?

♦ Main Character- Odysseus: ____________________________________________________________

♦ Encounters unusual obstacles: _________________________________________________________
♦ The Land of the Lotus Eaters: __________________________________________________________
♦ The Cyclops: _______________________________________________________________________
♦ Tiresias: ___________________________________________________________________________

♦ The Sirens: ________________________________________________________________________
♦ Home- Ithaca: ______________________________________________________________________
♦ Suitors: ___________________________________________________________________________

2) Did you think Everett was very “heroic”?  Explain your answer.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) What about his “men”?  Are they "heroic"?  Explain your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Everett was a liar and a thief - did you like him anyway?  Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Although he had leadership skills, Everett seldom acted in the best interest of his men - why do you think they followed him anyway?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) Odysseus had one son, while Everett had 7 daughters.  The ability to produce male offspring was traditionally considered proof of one’s manhood - do you think this change in the movie was made to be just another mythical illusion, or as a reflection on Everett’s character?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7) Penny and Penelope were both very strong characters but in very different ways.  What did you think of them?  Do you think the movie would have been as believable if Penny had been more like Penelope?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) How was the ending of the movie similar to the book?  How was it different?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9) Did the setting of the movie in Mississippi in 1937 make the story more accessible to you or easier to understand than when it was set half-way around the world and over 2 millennia ago?  Explain yourself.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10) Although The Odyssey was set during Odysseus’s return from the Trojan War, the movie is set during the depression between WWI and WWII, and Everett is not a war hero, but a criminal.  Why do you think the Cohen brothers made this choice when they were writing the screenplay?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BONUS:
1.  Which movie did you prefer & why?  (possible +5)
2. Which character would you rather have as a friend, Odysseus or Everett?  Why?  (possible +5)

